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cover a wide scope and test the extent of reading, the depth
of scholarship, and the skill in composition of the candidates
Again,  the rewards of the successful examinee, the  "pro-
moted scholar," are largely of an immaterial character.    " He
adorns his cap with a gilded button of a higher grade, erects
a pair of lofty flag-staves before the gate of his family resi-
dence, and places a tablet over his door to inform those who
pass by that this is the abode of a literary prize man."    But
above all, he can now compete in the examination at the im-
perial capital, or in a special examination held by the chan-
cellor, the  passing of  which   admits   him   as   an   " entered
scholar'   into the ranks of the favored few from whom all
higher officials  are selected.    The proportion  passing  this
examination, now thirteen days in length, is much greater
than that in previous tests, and the successful candidate may
soon hope to become a I mandarin and live and travel at the
expense of the state.    There are no age limits set for these
examinations at all;   they   are  simply  tests  of   knowledge
possessed and of a certain imitative skill acquired.    As per-
sons   often  continue  to try for these  prizes   throughout  a
lifetime, cases have been known of father, son, and grandson
attempting the same examination,    As might readily be sup-
posed, for many the strain is such that deaths from physical
exhaustion  arc  not  uncommon.    Even  yet  this wonderful
system of the selection of the fittest by elimination through
examination has not clone its perfect work.    There is yet a
higher examination, to which only the doctors or "entered
scholars" are admitted to competition, and from which but a
few, a score in all, arc selected.    Carrying with it no degree,
but an office which ranks one above all governmental magis
trades and practically constitutes one a member of an im-
perial cabino!", this honor is the most highly prized of  all.
The  persona   selected   by  this  examination  constitute   th^
JIan   Lin   Yuan*   the   Forest of   Pencils,   or   the   Imperial
Academy.    As an educational institution this academy po?